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INTRODUCTION


The birth and following life of Jesus, the Messiah, changed man’s perspective—especially of God. The Old Testament presents God as an actively-involved, loving, caring Creator. Yet, with the passing of time, God came to be perceived as a vindictive, angry, revenge-seeking God. OT people pictured God as out to get man, eagerly seeking to punish the offending sinner. In the midst of such perverted thinking, Jesus was born. His life and teachings reveal a remarkably different perspective of God.

I.
THE OLD TESTAMENT PERSPECTIVE OF GOD

1.  God was a loving, caring Creator who had fellowship with man in the Garden.

2.  God called out a people, gave them the Law, & made them “a light to the nations.”
3.  God gave His people a homeland, a place where they might worship & serve Him.

Looking back, we can see how that God was a loving, caring God. We can see that God wanted to be personally involved in the lives of His creation. When man sinned, however, everything changed, including man’s perspective of God.
II.
THE ISRAELITE PERSPECTIVE OF GOD (Emphasis on the Negative)
1. God is seen as vindictive and vengeful, more to be feared than revered.
2. God is seen as blessing the good with health and wealth.
3. God is also seen as cursing the wicked with poverty and disease.

This twisted perception of God led the Israelites to strictly enforce harsh penalties for breaking the Law, something that led to the destruction of the sinner rather than to the discouragement of sin. The Pharisees were the inheritors and supreme example of this tradition. They were the philosophical and theological conservatives in their day, but being conservative is NOT enough! Being orthodox (right thinking) is NOT enough! God demands more of His people! In the midst of such perverse thinking, God sent His Son Jesus to reveal a true picture of God.
III.
JESUS’ REVELATION OF GOD (Emphasis on the Positive)

1. God is revealed as Judge of those typically considered to be righteous.

2. God is revealed as compassionate to those typically considered to be wicked (See the woman caught in the act of adultery in John 8).
3. God is revealed as loving and caring, more to be revered than feared.

Whereas OT Law sought to discourage sin by assigning harsh penalties for sin, the NT Jesus sought to encourage the sinner to repent and turn to God. Thus, Jesus redefines what a proper perspective of God is—almost the exact opposite of Jewish thought. Right living and right relationship (love) are necessary to make a conservative belief have value in God’s sight and in the sight of the world.

CONCLUSION


Jesus reveals the true nature of God. True, God can be a Judge when forced to do so. However, God desires to extend mercy and forgiveness—to make us His children. He desires to have fellowship with us—just as He once had with Adam and Eve. The OT reveals what God is like, but man twisted that view of God. Thus, Jesus came to reveal exactly what God is like. Our perspective of God must never revert back to the faulty, twisted thinking of the Israelite. We must maintain a proper understanding of God so that we will serve Him out of a heart full of love. Jesus—LOVE—came down at Christmas, and we shall never be the same.

“O, what love, that He should die for me,

Saving grace thus to supply for me!

O, what love! O what love!

Evermore I’ll sing it: O, what love!”
